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Contains THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS to the Animal Organ. 
ization—Potash and Lime; 

The OXYDIZING AGENTS—lIron and Manganese; 

The TONICS—Quinine and Strychnine; 

And the VITALIZING CONSTITUENT—Phosphorus, combined 
in the form of a Syrup, with sight alkaline reaction. 

It Differs in Effect from all others, being pleasant to taste, accept- 
able to the stomach, and harmless under prolonged use. 

It has Sustained a High Reputation in America and England for 
efficiency in the treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, Chronic Bron- 
chitis, and other affections of the respiratory organs, and is employed 
also in various nervous and debilitating diseases with success. 

Its Curative Properties are largely attrsbutable to Stimulant, Tonic, 
and Nutritive qualities, whereby the various organic functions are 
recruited. 

In Cases where innervating constitutional treatment is applied, and 
tonic treatment is desirable, this preparation will be found to act with 
safety and satisfaction. 

Its Action is Prompt; stimulating the appetite and the digestion, it 
promotes assimilation, and enters directly into the circulation with the 
food products. 

The Prescribed Dose produces a feeling of buoyancy, removing 
depression or melancholy, and hence is of great value in the treatment 
of MENTAL AND NeERvous AFFECTIONS. 

From its exerting a double tonic effect and influencing a healthy flow 
of the secretions, its use is indicated in a wide range of diseases. 


Each Bottle of Fellows’ Hypophosphites contains 128 Doses. 


Prepared ty JAMES I. FELLOWS, Chemisi, 


48 VESEY STREET, NEW YORK. 














Circulars and samples sent to Physicians on application. 

s@r-SPECIAL TO PHYSICIANS.—ONE large bottle containing 15 oz. (which usually sells 
for $1.50) will be sent upon receipt of FIFTY CENTS with the application; this will be applied 
to the prepayment of expressage, and will afford an opportunity for a thorough test in Chronic cases of 
Debility and Nervousness. Express charges prepaid on all samples. For sale by all druggists. 
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OBITIOISMS, FROM A OHEMIOAL POINT 
OF VIEW, ON SOME FAVORITE 
PRESORIPTIONS.* 


BY HENRY LEFFMANN, M. D. 





The few points that I present to the col- 
lege this evening will include little that is 
absolutely new, but I think the time will 
not be entirely wasted, as I know that the 
prescription list of most of our drug stores 
will give numerous examples of the viola- 
tion of chemical principles here mentioned. 
My attention was called to this topic by my 
being shown by an apothecary a prescription 
calling for syr. hypophosp., tinc. ferri chlor., 
acid. phosp. dil.; concerning which he said 
that in the proportions ordered he could 
never make the mixture upclear. I exam- 
ined the precipitate and found in it, as I had 
expected, a large proportion of the iron and 
other basic ingredients. This is a simple 
case of incompatibility. Turning the matter 
over in my mind, it has seemed to me that 
while some attention is paid to cautioning 
students as to the general nature of incom- 
patibility, very little or none is given, espe- 
cially in the shallow chemical teaching of 
many medical schools, to the properties and 
qualities of chemical substances in their re- 
lations to the animal tissues, and the manner 
of administration. I present here, there- 
fore, a brief consideration of a few well- 
known remedies. 

__Under the name of colorless tincture of 
iodine, several preparations are used, de- 
pending for their popularity on the fact that 
they do not stain the skin, They are pre- 
pared either by the use of ammonia or of 
sodium sulphite or hyposulphite. They owe 
their particular property, or rather absence 
*Read before the College of Physicians, Philadelphia, 


April 2, 1884. Reprinted from advanced sheets of the Trans- 
actions, > 
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of property, to the neutralization of the 
iodine, and just to the extent that the iodine 
is decolorized is it to the same extent de- 
prived of virtue. The free active affinity 
of the iodine, to which its local action must 
be due, is destroyed in these preparations, 
and the destruction is not slow or uncertain; 
in two of the methods mentioned it is 
sufficiently rapid and definite to be made 
the basis of a method of quantitive analysis. 
It is certainly difficult to see how any person 
could go so wide of simple chemical princi- 
ples as to invent or employ this mixture. 
Potassium chlorate, or, as it is still erro- 
neously called by many, chlorate of potash, 
is a remedy concerning which extraordinary 
claims have been made, based upon most 
erroneous notions of its chemical qualities. 
It is employed in the laboratory as a source 
of oxygen; knowledge of this fact has led 
to its employment as an oxidizing agent in 
diseases which have been supposed to ex- 
press deficient oxidation. I have nothing 
to say here as to the clinical results obtained 
from potassium chlorate in any,disease— 
although I believe it is much less in favor 
than formerly—but I enter a protest against 
any advocacy of its usefulness as an oxi- 
dizing agent. Under temperatures and con- 
ditions such as that which it meets in the 
human system, it is one of the most stable 
of bodies, does not part with its oxygen 
or chlorine, and, indeed, will not begin to 
do so except under very high heat. I have 
found by actual experiment that ten grains 
of the salt kept for two hours at a tempera- 
ture of 100° Fahr. in contact with an arti- 
ficial gastric juice did not develop oxidizing 
qualities sufficient to oxidize one sixtieth of 
a grain of phosphorus. This experiment is 
merely confirmatory of what every-day ex- 
perience with the substance teaches. 
Potassium permanganate has been more or 
less in favor with physicians for a score of 
years. It is well known as an oxidizing 
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agent, its powers in this respect are well 
marked. It is as little suitable for internal 
administration for such purpose as the body 
just considered, but for an opposite reason. 
Its chemical properties are developed by 
almost every substance, and in the doses in 
which it is given it will be decomposed and 
rendered inert very shortly after being swal- 
lowed. Within: a very recent period the 
salt has come into notice as a remedy for 
amenorrhea, and great has been the tribu- 
lation of apothecaries. It has been given 
in pill form, and all the usual excipients 
have been unavailable. I have made a few 
tests of the permanganate pills now in the 
market, and I find with regard to those made 
by one of the most reliable houses in this 
city that the permanganate is all decom- 
posed and converted-into the insoluble man- 
ganese dioxide. The preparations of two 
other manufacturers, made up with some 
mineral excipient, probably kaolin, were in 
good condition, but as soon as placed in a 
mixture of hydrochloric acid and pepsin 
they begin to decompose into insoluble man- 
anese oxide. These pills vary in strength 
rom one eighth to one grain. This small 
quantity of permanganate certainly must 
soon decompose in the stomach, and the 
only virtue which it can have is from the man- 
ganese itself, and if this is effective, common 
sense would seem to suggest that the result 
could be best obtained by exhibiting some 
definite compound of manganese, such as 
the chloride or sulphate. When we con- 
sider the chemical relations of the salt and 
almost certain inertness of it in small doses, 
the gravity with which the learned English 
therapeutists, who recommended it in amen- 
orrhea, have discussed the possibility of its 
producing abortion becomes almost bur- 
lesque. I do not desire, of course, to im- 
pugn the clinical observations that have 
been recorded on this point, but I feel ob- 
liged to say that if the insoluble and variable 
decomposition products of one eighth of a 
grain of potassium permanganate can affect 
the function of any one organ, then the 
difference between us and the apostles of 
the infinitesimal is small indeed. 
I can not dismiss these two compounds, 
which owe their popularity to mistaken 
notions of their properties, without saying a 
word or two as to the exhibition of oxidiz- 
ing agents. If rational therapeutics or phys- 
iological study indicates remedies of the 
so-called oxidizing class, then it will be found 
that no better agents are known to us than 
those which have long been in our hands. 


In nitric acid, nitro-muriatic acid, and chlo- 
rinated soda, we have substances which are 
sufficiently stable to resist the organic bodies 
of the saliva and gastric juice, and are suffi- 
ciently active to give oxidizing effects if such 
can be obtained by other than local action. 
I have grave doubts whether the nutritious 
fluids of the body can be oxidized by any 
method; but there can be no. doubt what- 
ever that such effect can not be attained by 
either a body— potassium chlorate—which 
yields its oxygen only at a red heat, nor by 
one—permanganate —that decomposes the 
moment it touches any form of organic 
matter. Some years since a correspondent 
in one of our medical journals gravely 
recommended the use of raspberry syrup to 
disguise the taste of potassium permanga- 
nate. It was of course entirely successful, 
the taste was destroyed, so was the com- 
pound. 

Caffeine citrate is a remedy much in favor, 
and is a remarkable instance of how much 
physicians take for granted in the remedies 
they use. There is no caffeine citrate in the 
market, and it is doubtful whether such 
a salt can be prepared. The commercial 
preparations are either pure caffeine or vari- 
able mixtures of it with citric acid. 

The manufacturers in this city each fur- 
nish a different article, except in cases in 
which they buy from a common source ; and 
a house in a neighboring city furnishes an 
article which contains no citric acid. Some 
of the samples are purely bitter in taste, 
while others are distinctly sour. Analyses 
of some of the commercial salts are record- 
ed in a paper read before the last meeting 
of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion by Dr. G.C. Wheeler. He found the 


quantities of caffeine varied from 96.5 per 


cent to 63.5 per cent; of citric acid from 
63.5 per cent to 3.5 per cent; none of these 
figures correspond with the proportion of a 
true citrate. 

It seems to me that accurate clinical ob- 
servation can not be made with a prepara 
tion of so uncertain a character ; for, as seen 
by these figures, the proportion of active 
ingredient may vary thirty-three per cent, 
and the lesson that these analyses teach us 
is that when the effects of caffeine are 
wanted they are best obtained by the use of 
the pure alkaloig, and not by a pretended 
and uncertain compound of it. 

[We commend the above to the careful 
study of any doctor who may be inclined 
to look upon chemistry as a minor item 
the medical college curriculum. |—Eb. 




































































































































































































HISTORY OF A OASE OF PERIHEPATIO 
ABSOESS.* 


BY EDWARD T. BRUEN, M. D. 
Physician to the Philadelphia Hospital, Demonstrator 
of Clinical Medicine in the University of 
Pennsylvania, 

The accompanying specimen exhibits an 
abscess which has occured between the dia- 
phragm and the liver. The abscess con- 
tained nearly a pint of laudable pus. The 
superior wall of the abscess was the dia- 
phragm and the inferior the perihepatic cap- 
sule; the hepatic substance was not involv- 
ed; indeed, the liver was normal. There 
were evidences of catarrhal inflammation 
in the colon, and one or two nearly cica- 
trized ulcers. The only other lesion in the 
body was found in the right pleural cavity, 
the lower portion of which was obliterated 
by inflammatory adhesions. 

The clinical diagnosis presented some in- 
teresting features. 

The patient, a young man aged twenty- 
eight, was admitted to the Philadelphia 
Hospital November 30, 1883. His previous 
history indicated that he had suffered from 
an attack of dysenteric diarrhea four weeks 
before his admission, although he had con- 
valesced from this attack. He was evidently 
much emaciated, 
December 8th ranged from 100° to 102°; 
from December 14th, from 99° to 101°, 
after which it never rose above 99.4° in the 
evening, and was always 98° in the morn- 
ing; this continued until the fatal termina- 
tion of the case on the 2oth instant. The 
pulse was usually above 100. There was 
occasional sweating; no chills. Extreme 
tenderness was felt over the hepatic region, 
associated with pain during the first ten days ; 
the hepatic dullness extending four inches 
in the nipple line, and about five inches in 
the axillary region. Physical examination 
of the chest upon the right side revealed 
the evidences of a dry pleurisy; there was 
some cough, which was dry and hard, but 
not very annoying. Appetite and digestion 
were fairly good. Urine normal. 

The diagnosis of hepatic abscess was 
made during the first week, chiefly because 
the symptoms of hepatic lesion, already de- 
tailed, were antedated by dysenteric diar- 
thea. The pleural lesion was regarded as 
a secondary inflammatory process engen- 
dered by hepatic disease. On December 
toth all symptoms of pain and tenderness 

“Read before the Philadelphia College of Physicians, 


April 2, 1884. Reprinted from advanced sheets of the Trans- 
actions. 
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had vanished ; the patient’s strength, appe- 
tite, and general condition markedly im- 
proved; the temperature had fallen to 99°, 
so that the diagnosis was revised to that of 
perihepatitis. From December roth the im- 
provement continued until the 2oth, when, 
after an attack of vomiting, the patient sud- 
denly died. 

The autopsy appeared to prove that the 
inflammation which resulted in the forma- 
tion of the abscess was primary in the pleu- 
ra, and the secondary irritation developed 
the local peritoneal process. 

The symptoms of abscess in the hepatic 
substance are frequently latent. I recall 
one instance of a patient, admitted October 
9, 1877, who walked to the hospital and re- 
mained under treatment until the 15th, suf- 
fering from apparent.remittent fever. The 
day of his death he rose, in the absence of the 
nurse, and walked down stairs to smoke a 
pipe; that afternoon he had a hemorrhage 
from the bowels and died. The temper- 
ature of this patient was between 99° and 
101°, and the clinical diagnosis was remit- 
tent fever, or typhoid of the variety called 
ambulatorius. The autopsy revealed an ab- 
scess about the size of a fetal head, occupy- 
ing the convexity of the right lobe of the 
liver. 

In the case I have reported this evening, 
the subsidence of pain and tenderness, and 
the temporary improvement of the patient, 
certainly misled me. Under similar circum- 
stances, I should certainly introduce an as- 
pirator, as I was inclined to do in the begin- 
ning of this case, because I am satisfied that 
the healthy liver can be punctured by a fine 
needle without damage, whereas either a 
hepatic or perihepatic abscess may at any 
time prove fatal by rupture. . 

Finally, if my explanation of the etiology 
of this abscess is correct, the case is interest- 
ing, as showing the relation of pleurisy to 
serious perihepatitis. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Miscellany. 


Wuat 1s A Gum?—In connection with 
the oft-repeated statement in the newspa- 
pers, that several of the important gums 
produced in Arabia and the Soudan, notably 
the gum-arabic, were greatly enhanced in 
price by the occurrence of the war, the in- 
teresting question arises, What is a gum? 
But little has been known regarding the 
formation of the remarkable exudations 
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from certain trees called ‘‘gums.” Quite 
recently it has been found that, by making 
an incision in the limb of a peach, apricot, 
plum, cherry, or other trees bearing stone 
fruits, and inserting a bit of the gum under 
the edge of the wound, an immediate for- 
mation of gum in copious quantity took 
place. These and other experiments lead 
to the belief that gums result from diseased 
action in trees, and that the disease can be 
set up by inoculation, just as smallpox is 
started in the human organization by similar 
means. Different diseases in different trees 
give us dissimilar gums, as arabic, traga- 
canth, and probably many resins and gum- 
resins. A filesh-wound on any part of the 
body forms an inlet for atmospheric bacte- 
ria, which produce inflammation, suppura- 
tion, and the out-flow of pus: wounds on 
trees allow of the ingress of peculiar bac- 
teria which produce tree-fever and the exu- 
dation of morbid matter called “gum.” 
How strikingly alike are vegetable and ani- 
mal growths! —Popular Science News. 


MEDICINE AND MEDICAL MEN IN Den- 
MARK.—The coming meeting of the Inter- 
national Medical Congress to be .held in 
Copenhagen, makes Denmark just now a 
point of professional interest. The Lancet is 
publishing a series of very interesting letters 
relative to this question, from the second of 
which we extract the following : 

In proportion to the population of Den- 
mark, the number of Danish medical men 
is large, as is the case in almost every coun- 
try. In the city of Copenhagen, where the 
inhabitants number some two hundred and 
fifty thousand, there are more than three 
hundred and fifty doctors, of whom about 
two hundred and fifty are general practi- 
tioners, the remainder being fostly either 
young medical men in the hospitals or eld- 
erly gentlemen who have retired from 
practice. There is no difference made be- 
tween surgeons and physicians, inasmuch 
as all have to pass the same examination at 
the University, and this gives the whole pro- 
fession a uniformity which does not exist in 
England. With the exception of a few 
specialists and surgeons, the majority of 
medical men are general practitioners, and 
it is customary for each household to have 
its own doctor, who, in return for his ser- 
vices, receives a fixed annual fee varying in 
amount according to the means of the fam- 
ily. This arrangement is attended with its 
advantages and disadvantages, but is gen- 
erally thought satisfactory to both parties 
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concerned. It tends to make the incomes 
of the medical men more fixed and perma- 
nent, and it affords the patient the oppor- 
tunity of calling in his doctor for what may 
be either serious or trifling complaints. As 
an illustration of this latter, there is a trust- 
worthy story of an elderly lady sending for 
her doctor late at night because she was 
troubled in her mind as to whether it would 
be prudent for her to eat-a baked apple the 
first thing in the morning. 

In Denmark medical men hardly ever 
attend normal deliveries. These cases are 
left entirely to midwives, who have to at- 
tend a midwifery school at the Lying-in 
Hospital for the greater portion of a year, 
and then to pass an examination previous 
to being allowed to practice. Of late, how- 
ever, there has been a movement in the 
medical profession in favor of general prac- 
titioners undertaking these cases, though as 
yet the movement has not met with much 
success. A change which would probably 
meet with most approval would be for edu- 
cated ladies, qualified as midwives, to un- 
dertake these cases. At present their num- 
ber is small. 

The social position of members of the 
Danish medical profession is almost the 
same as in England, excepting that there 
are very few who have large incomes from 
their practice. Fees, as in England, are 
here considered only a pium désideratum, 
and are as a rule much smaller. Conse 
quently a man with an average income is 
only tolerably well off, but as wealth is more 
equally divided in Denmark than in Eng: 
land, a small income has not the same sig- 
nificance. While one meets with few mil 
lionaires, but few paupers are to be seen. 
One observes in the streets of Copenhagen 
nothing approaching the luxury in the out 
ward appearance of life which prevails in 
England, but at the same time one does not 
encounter rags and misery, and such a thing 
as death from absolute starvation has hardly 
ever been heard of. The result of this 
financial equality is that money has not the 
same importance attached to it as in Eng- 
land, consequently that perpetual struggle 
to keep up appearances (an expression 
which does not exist in the Danish lan- 
guage) is unknown here, a man’s education 
rather than his account at his bankers 
forming his passport into social circles. 

There exists a good understanding be 
tween the Danish medical profession and the 
general public. One very seldom hears of 
a medical man being judicially accused of 




















































































































































faults in treatment, and a fine in such cases 
is almost unknown. Such a thing would 
be ruin to any practitioner, as his case would 
soon be public property in a small country 
like Denmark. There is, too,a decidedly 
good feeling among the members of the pro- 
fession themselves, at least in Copenhagen. 
There are, however, very few medical soci- 
eties and clubs, partly owing to the fact 
that clubs do not flourish in this country, 
and partly because medical men, being 
chiefly practitioners, have very little time 
to spend outside their homes. This is also 
the reason why there are comparatively few 
Danish medical authors. 


SEVENTY Cases or DupuyTREN’s Con- 
TRACTION OF THE FINGERs.—Mr. Noble 
Smith communicated a paper on this sub- 
ject to the Royal Medical and Chirurgical So- 
ciety, Tuesday, March 25, 1884, of which 
the following is an abstract: 

Upon examination of the hands of seven 
hundred elderly people, seventy cases of 
indurated and contracted palmar fascia 
were found. The points to which attention 
was chiefly directed were (1) the supposed 
immunity of females from the affection; 
(2) the cause of the malady; (3) its treat- 
ment. 1. Among four hundred and forty 
women were found fifteen cases of indu- 
rated, thickened, and, contracted fascia 
alone, and also eleven cases of well-marked 
Dupuytren’s contraction of the fingers. 
Drawings of some of these cases were 
shown. 2. As the disease had been at- 
tributed to gout or rheumatism, inquiries 
were directed as to these diseases, and the 
evidence was against their being the cause. 
The majority of the individuals were free 
from common complaints, and seemed tol- 
erably robust; they were mostly old peo- 
ple, the average age being seventy-three; 
twelve were over eighty. Most of them 
attributed the contractior to some particular 
kind of work. The «auch greater fre- 
quency with which the right hand was 
found affected, led one to the supposition 
that wse has a material influence. In some 


cases the hands had, however, been very - 


little used. Some cases occurred from 
Injuries in which the contraction and thick- 
ening were exactly similar in appearance 
to the others. In many cases the hands 
were affected symmetrically, indicating 
some other than a local cause. Contrac- 
tion of the palmaris longus was almost con- 
stantly present, and it was thought possible 
that this might indicate a condition of 
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nerve irritation in some instances. 3. 
With regard to treatment, the author rec- 
ommended operation upon the contracted 
bands of fascia by as few incisions as pos- 
sible, as opposed to the recommendation 
that many incisions should be made, the 
object being to separate the cut parts as 
much as possible, so that recontraction 
would be prevented. Cases were recorded 
to prove the value of this recommendation. 
It was probable that section of the palmaris 
longus tendon might be beneficial in the 
early states of contraction. 


PRESERVED Meat.—Drs. Ungar and Bod- 
lander, of Bonn, have recently been en- 
gaged in making an inquiry as to whether 
the contents of preserved meat-tins contain 
any appreciable quantity of the metal of 
which the tins are composed, and the con- 
clusion they have arrived at is that a not 
inconsiderable quantity of tin passes over 
into the conserve. They could not decide 
upon the precise form in which the tin was 
present, but they ascertained the fact that 
it was not in a soluble form, or, at any rate, 
in a combination not readily soluble. Ex- 
periments on dogs and rabbits showed that 
the tin was absorbed by the intestinal mu- 
cous membrane, and it was detected in the 
urine, heart, liver, kidneys, spleen, brain, 
and muscles. They explain the fact of so 
little being heard of tin-poisoning in human 
beings by the comparatively recent intro- 
duction of tinned meats as an article of food, 
by their high price leading to a minimum 
consumption, and finally to the presence of 
other metals, especially lead, used in solder- 
ing, to which symptoms of poisoning, when 
such do occur, are generally attributed. It 
is important that our knowledge or this 
point should be accurate and beyond doubt, 
as tinned meats are much used among us, 
and if the danger is real, the best safety 
will lie in facing it.—Medical Press. 


NERVE AS A BAROMETER. —The fact of a 
relation between neuralgic pain and meteoro- 
logical. conditions is generally understood. 
The coming change of weather is responsi- 
ble for many of the aches and pains the 
nervous system is heir to. Depression of 
spirits and rheumatic pains are generally 
associated with a falling barometer and 
storm-brewing conditions. Unusually severe 
neuralgic attacks coincide with unusually 
intense storm development. To establish 


in his own case the relation of pain and 
weather, Capt. Catlin, of the U.S. Army, 
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made a regular and detailed record, in con- 
nection with the variations of the weather, 
of the variations of the neuralgic pains 
with which he is afflicted. Captain Catlin’s 
foot was crushed by a shot in 1864, and it 
was necessary to amputate his leg below the 
knee. He continued to experience sensa- 
tions of pain, as if in the lost member, these 
sensations being greater or less according to 
the atmospheric disturbance. He found the 
winter months to be the greatest pain-pro- 
ducers. Arranged in months, March natu- 
rally, as one would suppose, took the lead. 
Then came in order January, November, 
December, May, February, April, August, 
October, September, July and June. He 
traced the average distance of the storm- 
center at the beginning of the pain attack 
by investigating sixty well-defined storms in 
a period of ten consecutive months. This 
average distance was six hundred and eighty 
miles, the range being from two to twelve 
hundred miles. Itis curious and interesting 
information that at the beginning of our 
neuralgic attacks the storm development 
causing them may be a thousand miles 
away.—Cincinnati Commercial Gazette. 


LEMONADE v. WINE: A SIGN OF THE 
TrimEs.—In accordance with a very ancient 
custom, on Easter Tuesday the scholars ed- 
ucated at Christ’s Hospital, which is better 
known as the Blue-coat School, went in 
procession to the Mansion House to see the 
Lord Mayor, and received from him the 
usual gifts of new coins. The boys, seven 
hundred and forty-five in number, were 
mustered in the Egyptian hall, and shortly 
before two o’clock they marched in pro- 
cession through the saloon, each boy as he 
passed being presented by the Lord Mayor 
with a coin fresh from the Mint. Each of 
the boys had the option of taking a glass 
either of port or sherry ; but it was a notice- 
able fact that a large number refused to 
drink any wine, but availed themselves of 
the offer of lemonade, which was liberally 
provided for them-—Mineral-Water Trade 
Review. 


DEATH OF WALTER N. Hitt, a DIstTIn- 
GUISHED CHEmist.—By the fearful explosion 
on Saturday morning, March 2oth, of the 
nitro-glycerine factory at Gibbstown, N. J., 
Walter N.; Hill, the superintendent, in- 
stantly lost his life. Mr. Hill, after gradu- 
ating at Cambridge, entered the laboratory 
of the editor of this journal in 1869, and 
was for a considerable time in his employ. 


He was an accomplished chemist, a most 
amiable and estimable man, and we deplore 
his loss greatly. Probably no chemist in 
the country possessed a more thorough 
knowledge of the chemistry of explosives 
than Mr. Hill. 

The explosion in which Mr. Hill lost his 
life was one of the most terrible on record. 
Besides Mr. Hill, Lammot Dupont, presi- 
dent of the Repauno Chemical Works, E. 
Harry Norcross, superintendent, George 
Norris, foreman, and A. S. Ackerson, chem- 
ist, were instantly killed. The explosion 
shook the earth for a distance of six miles, 
and great destruction was caused by it.— 
Popular Science News. 


Op Times.—From a French state paper, 
lately brought to light, it appears that in 
1770 the following Parliamentary decree 
was solemnly passed and duly registered 
under King Louis XV: ‘‘ Whosoever, by 
means of red or white paint, perfumes, 
essences, artificial teeth, false hair, cotton, 
wool, iron corsets, hoops, shoes with high 
heels, or false hips, shall seek to entice into 
the bands of marriage any male subject of 
His Majesty, shall be prosecuted for witch- 
craft, and declared incapable of matrimony.” 


A Swarm or Quacks.—It is said that 
recent legislation in neighboring States has 
driven so many quacks into Iowa that the 
regular profession are seriously considering 
the ways and means by which these pests 
may be legally driven forth to forage in 
distant: States. 


Very SuccessFuL.—Punch is responsible 


for the following: “ First Country Doctor:. 


Could you come to my place, Brown, to- 
morrow morning? Second Country D.: 
All right, old man; what is it? First C. D.: 
Well, I’ve had a case of endocarditis, which 
I’ve very successfully treated with conval- 
laria majalis,and I want your help with the 
post-mortem.” 


MepIcAL CoLLece or Oxn1o.—The fac- 
ulty of the Medical College of Ohio has 
decided to hold a preliminary examination 


of all candidates for admission to the lec-* 


ture classes, in the absence of a diploma or 
other evidence of sufficient literary training! 
A chair of Hygiene has also been created. 


Diep In THE Harness. — Dr. B. H. R. 
Davenport, of Nanticoke, Pa., recently fell 
dead while engaged in dressing a wound. 
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THOMAS J, GRIFFITHS, M. D. 


Dr. Griffiths died suddenly in Louisville on 
Sunday, June rst, at the age of fifty-eight. He 
entered the medical profession in this city in 
1852, and from this date until about seven 
years ago, when he became partially dis- 
abled by a severe attack of rheumatism, he 
was actively engaged in practice. Dr. Grif- 
fiths was a man of vigorous health and of 
great physical and mental activity. Though, 
like Cesar,“ he believed in himself,” he never 
allowed this confidence to lead him into any 
vain or; false estimate of his capabilities. 
Beginning life as a poor young man, he 
worked unceasingly and with singleness of 
purpose in the line of legitimate medicine, 
and soon attained professional success, 
worldly prosperity, and abundant influence. 
Though well known in this city as a physi- 
cian of large practice, his reputation abroad 
depended chiefly upon his labors as surgeon 
in the U.S. Marine Hospital Service. He 
discharged the duties of this important office 
in this city for seven years with signal ability, 
when failing health compelled him to relin- 
quish the work. 

He goes out from the midst of a large 
circle of sorrowing friends, who admired 
his devotion to medicine, and held in high 
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esteem the many gentler traits of his posi- 
tive, manly character. 

His wife and only son, Dr. William Man- 
deville Griffiths, survive him. 





THE TAPEWORM UNDER OHLOROFORM. 


A correspondent of <he Medical and 
Surgical Reporter has recently treated sev- 
eral cases of tapeworm with the following 
prescription: “Chloroform, ext. fil. maris, 44 
f. 3j; emul. ol. ricini (50 per cent), f. Ziij. 
M. Sig: To be taken at once after a fast 
of twenty-four hours.” In every case the 
medicine was well borne and the tapeworm 
expelled entire. In two cases the male 
fern was omitted; but the result was the 
same as with those patients who took the 
latter drug. 

It would seem, from the above, that chlo- 
roform is a promising anthelmintic; but to 
prove the point, the observer should try it 
without the oil; though doubtless an emul- 
sion would be a necessary vehicle for the 
drug, since it would delay thé absorp- 
tion of the chloroform, and thus allow it 
to pass into the intestine, where it could ex- 
ert its full force upon the parasite. It 
might also be interesting to note the real 
effect of chloroform upon the tapeworm, 
whether it kills the parasite outright, as its 
vapor is well known to do in the case of 
many insects, spiders, etc., or whether it 
merely relaxes the tissue which maintains 
such an adjustment of the hooklets as is es- 
sential to their firm hold upon the intestinal 
mucous membrane. 

If the latter hypothesis prove true, the 
oil or some other cathartic will be necessary; 
but the new treatment will add luster to 
the already brilliant record of anthelminthol- 
ogy, since it leads the older methods in be- 
ing scientific, strategic, and humane. For 
the tapeworm, being made to let go his grip 
under the relaxing influence of the anes- 
thetic, is caught napping by the cathartic 
which pushes him gently down the intestinal 
tract and into the outer world before he re- 
covers from the effects of the chloroform. 
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We believe that this method of treatment 
will commend itself to the leaders of the 
humane and antivivisection movement 
throughout the land, for while it will be 
conceded that the old methods of tapeworm 
persecution, through the administration of 
cowitch, male fern, and pumpkin seed, or 
brutal attempts to wind him out upon a 
stick, are unkind if not cruel, it is probable 
thateeven Mr. Bergh himself would not ob- 
ject to his gentle dejection under the influ- 
ence of an anesthetic, provided the animal 


is not suffered to regain consciousness in the - 


open air on a cold day, or thrust into the inev- 
itable bath of alcohol before the vital spark is 
quenched. ° 





SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST. 





Prof. Huxley, says a Record correspon- 
dent, was once asked by a clergyman to 
explain, in the light of evolution, how it is 
that the Jews continue to be born with fore- 
skins, notwithstanding the fact that circum- 
cision has. been practiced among them for 
thousands of years. The naturalist an- 
swered, aptly, “ There’s a divinity that shapes 
our ends, rough-hew them how we will.” 

This way of sparing one’s self the pains 
of answering a difficult question by a witty 
turn upon a poetical quotation recalls a 
similar use of the same means made by a 
clergyman of a past géneration. A lawyer 
asked him why ministers were ever busying 
themselves with public disputations in theo- 
logy, while lawyers so seldom engaged in 
open controversy upon points of law. “ The 
explanation is easy,” said the minister. 
“ Hear how Milton answers the question : 


‘Devil with devil damned 
Firm concord holds, Men only disagree.’ ”’ 





SMALLPOX ON THE SEA.—The steamship 
Peoria recently arrived in the port of New 
York with five cases of smallpox on board. 
The ship was held in quarantine, and the 
patients removed to the Riverside Hospital. 
Three new cases are said to have developed 
on the ship since her arrival. 


Obituary. 


DR. THOMAS J, GRIFFITHS. 


The physicians of Louisville met at the hall 
of the public schools, on the 3d instant, 
in respect to the memory of Dr. Thomas 
J. Griffiths. Dr. T. S. Bell was called to the 
chair, and Dr. Cary B. Blackburn was made 
secretary. Drs. Satterwhite, Holloway, and 
Ronald were appointed a committee to 
draft suitable resolutions. After some ap- 
propriate remarks by Dr. Holloway, the 
following resolutions were adopted: 


Death has again invaded our ranks and taken 
from us our brother, Dr. Thomas J. Griffiths. 
Only a few years ago he seemed to be the very 
embodiment of robust and vigorous health, but his 
summons came, and at the by no means advanced 
age of fifty-eight years he has departed this mortal 
life. Warnings such as this have fallen upon us 
frequently of late, and we give them but little 
heed. We know not what a day may bring forth. 
Of death Mrs. Hemans says: 


“Thou art where billows foam, 
Thou art where music melts upon the air ; 
Thou art around us in our peaceful home, 
And the world calls us forth—and thou art there. 
Thou art where friend meets friend, 
Beneath the shadow of the elm to rest; 
Thou art where foe meets foe, and trumpets rend 
The skies, and swords beat down the prin¢ely crest.” 


These admonitions should not be permitted to 
pass unnoticed. 

Dr. Griffiths was born in Southern Wales, but 
was soon transferred to England, where he received 
his education. At an early age he came to Amer- 
ica and settled in Philadelphia. From that city 
he removed to Louisville,where he has since resided. 
In 1852 he was graduated in the Kentucky School 
of Medicine, and for many years was an active 
and laborious practitioner of medicine. When 
Sherman marched in the night to Rolling’Fork to 
defend Louisville, Dr. Griffiths went along with 
the expedition, and the soldiers often recall the 
fact, that he was the life and joy of the camp-fires. 
He little dreamed then that Sherman’s march to 
Rolling Fork was the prelude to Sherman’s 
‘*March to the sea.” Upon the return of Dr. 
Griffiths to the city, he was engaged in attendance 
upon the Military Barracks, and in every way pos- 
sible made himself useful to the Government. In 
1869 he was appointed surgeon of the U. S. Ma- 
rine Hospital, and remained in this service until 
1877, when his failing health warned him to retire. 

One of his most endearing traits was his devo- 
tion to his brother, Dr. David Griffiths, who was 
struck down suddenly in the midst of an active 
practice with softening of the brain, in which the 
years that since have rolled away have given no 
glimmering hope for restoration. His tender care 
of that beloved brother has long claimed our ad- 
miration and approval. It was a duty nobly and 
faithfully performed. 

In view of the many faithful services of Dr. 
Thomas J. 'Griffiths in the arduous duties of his 














profession, extending through a long series of 
years, be it . 

Resolved, That we deeply deplore the loss our 
profession has sustained in the death of Dr. 
Thomas J. Griffiths; his life being devoted to its 
duties so long as his health permitted him to act. 

Resolved, That as many of his surviving breth- 
ren as can do so attend his funeral. 

Resolved, That we tender to the family of Dr. 
Griffiths our heart-felt sympathies in the grievous 
bereavement that has overtaken them. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be published 
in the city papers and in the medical journals of 
Louisville and Philadelphia. 





Bibliography. 
Bacteria and the Germ Theory of Disease. 
Eight lectures delivered at the Chicago Medical 
College. By Dr. H. GRApDLE, Prof. of Physiol- 
ogy, Chicago Medical College ; Occulist to the 
Michael Reese Hospital. Chicago: W. T. 

Keener, 96 Washington Street. 1883. 

The prominence given to the “Germ 
Theory of Disease” by the pathologists of 
the day has made works like the volume 
under notice a necessity to the practitioner. 
The volume is an octavo of two hundred 
and nineteen pages, and deals with the 
question rationally, scientifically, and quite 
as fully as the necessary limitations of a 
short course of lectures will permit. 

The author has placed before the reader 
every species of micro-organism of patholog- 
ical significance known at the date of his 
treatise, discussing not only their habits and 
relation to disease, but also some of the 
means by which they may be practically 
studied. 

No physician who wishes to keep abreast 
with the times in this important department 
of pathological research will fail to appre- 
ciate Dr. Gradle’s useful work. 





The Relation of Animal Diseases to the Public 
Health, and their Prevention. By FRANK 
S. Bituincs, D.V. S., graduate of the Royal 
Veterinary Institute of Berlin, member of the 
Royal Veterinary Association of the Province 
of Brandenburg, etc. New York: D. Appleton 
&Co. 1884. 

This work, as the title suggests, is devoted 
principally to the hygienic aspect of the 
subject under discussion. It is written for 
the instruction of the American public, 
and deals with the history, means of recog- 
nition and prevention of those diseases 
which are wont to affect domestic animals, 
leaving the question of treatment to those 
who are scientifically qualified for such work. 
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The author displays a perfect familiarity 
with his subject, and handles it practically, 
systematically, and with enthusiasm. The 
learned and the unlearned may read it with 
equal pleasure and profit, and we believe 
that the work will do much to protect so- 
ciety against a growing menace to health. 
The author lays especial stress upon the 
necessity of dealing promptly with all sick 
animals, and rebukes that ignorance and 
carelessness in the raising of animals in- 
tended for human food which so often lays 
them liable to disease, with serious damage 
to the health of the consumer. His remarks 
upon the duties of law-makers and sanitary 
officers relative to this question are full and 
significant, and should be carefully read by 
those who watch over the public health. 

Dr. Billings is already well known to the 
medical profession through certain able and 
timely contributions to the medical journals, 
and this, his first extended and systematic 
work, will doubtless be well received. 





Year Books of Medical Progress: A year book 
of Therapeutics for 1883. Edited by Royal 
W. Amripon, M.D. New York: G. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons & Co. 1884. Price, $1.50. 

This volume is one of a series of works 
designed to pass in review the progress 
made in the several leading departments of 
medicine during the past year. It is new 
in subject-matter, concise in text and of 
such compass that it may be easily read in 
two or three sittings. Medical periodical 
literature is drawn upon largely for facts, 
and it will be found that the editor has 
omitted few important new drugs or thera- 
peutical investigations which have come to 
light during the past year. 

Kairin, the new anesthetics, convallaria 
majalis, the new uses of corrosive sublimate 
and oxygenated water, and experimental 
studies on the physiological action of iodo- 
form are among the most noteworthy and 
interesting topics discussed. 

We see no allusion to the nitrate of so- 
dium, the value of which in the treatment 
of angina pectoris was demonstrated by 
Law, Murrell, and Ringer late in 1883, but the 
book may have been in press at the time 
when these investigations were made public. 

The proposed use of atropia before the 
performance of great surgical operations, 
as a preventive of death from shock (car- 
diac inhibition) is also not mentioned, but 
this, being set forth upon theoretical grounds 
merely, was probably intentionally passed 
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over as not properly coming within the 
scope of the volume. These minor points 
aside, the work is certainly a most creditable 
performance, being rich in matter and judic- 
ious in comment. We can recommend it to 
our readers as abundantly worthy of care- 
ful perusal. 





Year Books of Medical Progress: A year book 
of Surgery for 1883. Edited by CHARLEs H. 
KNIGHT, M.D. New York: G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons. 1884. Price, $1.50. 

This book is uniform with the Year Book 
of Therapeutics. As in the companion 
volume, the medical journals are drawn 
upon for the subject-matter, which the edi- 
tor has carefully sifted and reset with com- 
ments which materially enhance its value. 
As an attempt to systematize and bring 
within easy reach of the practitioner the large 
number of new observations, devices, and op- 
erations, which in the rapid advance of sur- 
gery have been scattered profusely through 
the pages of the various medical journals 
during the past year, and which can only 
slowly find their way into the great works on 
surgery, the work is successful, and can not 
but be useful. 





An act to Amend and Reform the Com- 
mon School Laws of this Commonwealth 
(Kentucky). 


Verbatim Report of the Reception to 
Lawrence Barrett. By Wilson Barrett. 
Langham Hotel; London, England, April 
2, 1884. Clement, Smith & Co., Printers, 
317 Strand, London, W. C. 


Federal Aid for Education. Report to 
accompany bill, H. R. 4980, to aid tempo- 
rarily in support of common schools. By 
Albert S. Willis, of Kentucky, House of 
Representatives, February 25,1884. Wash- 
ington: Government Printing-office. 1884. 


A Manual of Obstetrics. By F. A. King, 
M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases 
of Women and Children in the Medical 
Department of the Columbian University, 
Washington, D. C., and in the University 
of Vermont, etc.; with fifty-nine illustrations. 
Second edition. Philadelphia: Henry C. 
Lea’s Son & Co. 1884. 


Science and Singing. By Lennox Browne, 
F. R. C. S., Edin., Senior Surgeon to the 
Central London Throat and Ear Hospital, 
Surgeon and Aural Surgeon to the Royal 
Society of Musicians; Author of “The 
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Throat and its Diseases,” “ Medical Hints 
on Production and Management of the 
Singing Voice,” etc. London: Chappell & 
Co., 50 New Bond Street, W. 1884. 


Illustrations of the Influence of the Mind 
upon the Body in Health and Disease, de- 
signed to elucidate the action of the im- 
agination. By Daniel Hack Tuke, M.D., 
F.R.C.P., LL.D., late president of the 
Medico Psychological Association, joint au- 
thor of the “ Manual of Psychological Medi- 
cine;”’ and co-editor of the “Journal of 
Mental Science.” Second American from 
the second English edition. Philadelphia: 
Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co. 1884. 


“What and Why.” Albert A. Pope, 597 
Washington Street, Boston, Mass. A well 
printed little volume upon cycling matters. 
“Some Common Questions” are answered 
in the plainest and most concise language, 


. the answers giving a complete history of cy- 


cling, its growth, usefulness, and popularity. 
A chapter entitled ‘‘Legal Lifts” cites 
every bicycle case brought before the courts, 
and fully explains the rights of wheelmen. 
The book also gives comparative records 
in walking, running, rowing, skating, trotting, 
tricycling, and bicycling; and closes with 
extracts from the public utterances of cer- 
tain professional and public men. The 
humorous sketch “A Preparation of Iron,” 
by the author, Chas. E. Pratt, Esq., has a 
moral, and is well worth reading. 





Correspoudence. 


LONDON LETTER. 


[FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. ] 
Editor Louisville Medical News : 

Since the action brought by Mrs. Weldon 
against Dr. Winslow, the eminent authority 
upon diseases of the brain, for false impris- 
onment, the present attitude of public opin- 
ion toward the Lunacy Laws is not favor- 
able. As Baron Huddleston remarked at 
the trial, the law at present stands so that 
“an order can be made by any body on 
the statement of any body, and any two 
gentlemen—provided they have a medical 
diploma, examine the patient separately, 
and are not related to the keeper of a luna- 
tic asylum—can commit any person to seclu- 
sion, which, from its very nature, is impris- 
onment of the most painful and hopeless 
description to a man or woman whose intel- 
lect is reasonably sound. Such a system, to 
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use the Baron’s language, is positively shock- 
ing, and, no matter whether abused or not, 
ought never to have been permitted. So 
long as it is the interest of unscrupulous 
relatives or other persons to have a particu- 
lar individual shut up in a mad-house, so 
long will they find little difficulty in discov- 
ering two medical men legally “ qualified,” 
in the technical sense, to perform the neces- 
sary formalities. The vicious point in the 
routine is that no surety is exacted that the 
person. signing the order is not doing so for 
a pecuniary or other sordid consideration, 
or that the certifying doctors are morally or 
professionally capable of performing an act 
of this grave nature. It is affirmed that 
not one medical man out of a dozen has 
received the necessary training or has the 
experience required for testing the sanity 
of the person he is called upon to examine. 
Of course it is easy to say a raving madman 
ought to be shut up or to declare that a 
congenital idiot is incapable of managing 
his own affairs, but the majority of the in- 
mates of asylums do not consist of these 
extreme forms of mental infirmity. It is 
especially felt that the law must be altered 
with regard to private establishments. The 
relatives of the class of people patronizing 
these, admitting that they are actuated by 
the best of motives are naturally anxious to 
avoid exposure, and in order to conceal the 
saddest episode in their family history, are 
often only too glad to get through the 
necessary formalities as speedily as possible. 
Then, again, the proprietors of the establish- 
ment have a direct gain by the patient’s stay 
being prolonged. Painful though the duty 
may be to the relatives, what is required is 
publicity, and it is now proposed that the 
law be so altered that the doctors and the 
men who sign the certificate must go before 
magistrates, and that the inspection of the 
commissioners shall be open to all who are 
concerned or who sympathize with the 
patient; and it is therefore satisfactory to 
learn from the Lord Chancellor that some- 
thing in this direction will before long be 
done. 

The medical electricians are in high dud- 
geon, and justly so, it would seem, because 
they are to be kept out of the Health Ex- 
hibition which is soon to be opened under 
most conspicuous surroundings. Two clas- 
sification papers were sent to applicants for 
space, in the first of which appliances for 
the cure of disease were apparently given a 
department, but in that issued later they 
were entirely shut out. On demanding an 
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explanation the electricians were told that 
the sub-committee had decided to exclude 
every thing which was curative from the 
exhibition. The medical electricians put a 
very natural construction of their own upon 
this singular conduct, and are asking if pro- 
fessional jealousy is to be allowed to keep 
them out of an exhibition in which they con- 
sider themselves entitled to a place. 

Dr. Andrew Whyte- Barclay, who two 
years ago gave up the more active duties of 
Senior Physician to St. George’s Hospital 
and went upon the consulting staff, died 
suddenly at his country home on April 24th. 
He was the author of many works upon the 
heart as well as upon sanitary measures. 
He will be missed by many old St. George’s 
men, with whom he was a great favorite. 

The heads of the University at Edin- 
burgh have to be congratulated upon the 
successful manner in which their tercente- 
nary meeting and celebration went off. On 
all hands the visitors seem to be highly de- 
lighted with their short visit in the modern 
Athens. 

Dr. Archer, of Liverpool, at a meeting of 
the Medical Society, gave the following in- 
teresting clinical notes upon a case of 
typhoid fever under his care, in which he had 
used kairin. A youth, aged nineteen, was 
admitted to the hospital in a desperate con- 
dition, almost moribund, with a rapid and 
feeble pulse, and a tendency of the temper- 
ature to keep up between 104° and 105°. 
Although the case terminated fatally, the 
drug proved most efficacious in rapidly low- 
ering the temperature. On one occasion 
the temperature was found to have fallen 
more than a degree in a quarter of an hour 
after the administration, and on another a 
depression of over seven degrees was ob- 
served two hours after. It also had a ben- 
eficial effect on the pulse. On several 
occasions the patient was apparently res- 
cued from a state of collapse, with lividity 
of the face and extremities, and placed in a 
condition of comparative safety and com- 
fort, so much so that a faint hope of recov- 
ery was entertained. The anti-pyretic ac- 
tion was usually accompanied with rather 
profuse sweating. It was given in seven 
and a half grain doses every hour, with 
periods of remission when the temperature 
was brought within bounds, and repeated 
as soon as the temperature showed signs of 
rising. ‘Three-grain doses did not appear 
to have much effect. The patient was 
under treatment for only thirty-six hours, 
and during that time over one hundred and 
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forty-four grains of kairin were given; it 
was used dissolved in mucilage and water. 

Dr. Burton stated that Dr. Queirolo, of 
Genoa, had lately been employing kairin 
subcutaneously, with the result that a much 
smaller dose was required, and its effects 
lasted much longer, than when given by the 
mouth. 

Attention has been called to the fact that 
many medical men confound the uses of the 
chlorate and chloride of potassium. The for- 
mer is a good remedy when used as a gargle 
for the throat, but few physicians are aware 
that it is not this remedy which is so suc- 
cessful in mercurial stomatitis, but the chlor- 
ide of potassium. Dr. Werlheim draws at- 
tention of physicians especially to this fact. 
He reminds them that the formula for chlo- 
rate of potassium is KCIO,, but that the 
chloride is KCl. He says that the chlorate 
should never be used, as in concentrated so- 
lution it may even prove very hurtful, while 
the chloride is very harmless as a specific 
in sore throat and in mercurial sore throat. 

Dr. Koch, of the German Cholera Com- 
mission, has returned, after an absence of 
about eight months in EgyptandIndia. He 
has been received with enthusiasm, and is 
shortly to be given a professorship in Berlin. 

The Jacksonian Prize has been awarded 
this year (at a council meeting of the Royal 
College of Surgeons) to Mr. Fred K. Treves, 
F.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon to the London 
Hospital, Examiner in Anatomy at the Uni- 
versity of Aberdeen, for his essay on ‘“ The 
Pathology, Diagnosis, and Treatment of 
Obstruction of the Intestines in its various 
Forms in the Abdominal Cavity.” 

Mr. Arnold Royle, the-private medical at- 
tendant upon the late Prince Leopold, and 
who was with him during his fatal illness at 
Cannes, has had conferred upon him the 

*Companionship of the Most Honorable Or- 
der of the Bath, for long and faithful serv- 
ices upon His Royal Highness. 

St. George’s Hospital has had a windfall 
by the death of Mr. Wm. King, well known 
in art circles. He has bequeathed £ 100,- 
ooo to that institution. 

LONDON, June, 1884. 
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Editor Louisville Medical News: 

Recent decisions in two cases, one under 
the Act to Regulate the Practice of Medi- 
cine in Illinois, the other under the Dental 
Surgery Act, sustain the right of the State 
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Board of Health tg determine the status 
both of a college and of a practitioner. 
Under the latter act the Supreme Court re- 
fused the petition of Isaac N. Sheppard for 
a writ of mandamus to compel the State 
Board of Dental Examiners to issue him a 
certificate or license based upon a diploma 
of the Indiana Dental College. The Board 
refused the license on the ground that the 
college was not a “reputable” institution. 
It was argued that the law constitutes the 
Board judges of the standing of a college, 
and there is no power of review vested in 
any other body. “If the Board should 
arbitrarily or unreasonably abuse their dis- 
cretion, and refuse a license without any 
reason therefor, there is a remedy for such 
abuse of a discretionary power.’’ But there 
was no ground for claiming that this was the 
case in the present instance. 

The Board, in its judgment, had decided 
that the curriculum of study and require- 
ments for graduation of the Indiana Dental 
College were not such as to entitle it to be 
classed as “‘a reputable dental college ;” and 
there is no power in the law given to any 
person or body to review and set aside, or 
confirm, the exercise of the discretion by 
the Board. The petition for a mandamus 
was denied. 

In the case of the State Board of Health 
against C. Buel Rice, of Cincinnati, a grad- 
uate of the Medical College of Ft. Wayne, 
tried in the Sangamon County Court, the 
defense set up the plea, that being a gradu- 
ate of a “legally chartered medical institu- 
tion in good standing,” the defendant was 
entitled to the certificate of the Board, and 
that it was not competent for the Board to 
inquire into the moral or professional char- 
acter of such graduates. On the part of 
the prosecution it was shown that charges 
had been presented to the Board alleging 
that Rice was in the employ of, and associ- 
ated with, the “K. & K. Surgeons,” a firm 
of advertising quacks from Cincinnati and 
elsewhere, and that, in various ways connect- 
ed therewith, his conduct was unprofessional 
and dishonorable within the meaning and 
intent of the Medical Practice Act. Upon 
these charges the Board had refused to issue 
Rice a certificate until he had disproved the 
same. Instead of making any attempt at 
such disproof, Rice continued to practice ; 
whereupon he was arrested for practicing 
without the necessary certificate. 

The facts were admitted by the defense, 
but, as already stated; the court was asked 
to dismiss the suit on the ground that it was 











obligatary on the Board to issue its certifi- 
cate to the possessor of a genuine diploma 
of any “legally chartered medical institution 
in good standing,” regardless of the moral 
or professional status of the individual. 
This the court declined to do, but found 
the defendant guilty, and assessed a penalty 
of fifty dollars fine, and costs. 


, 





Editor Louisville Medical News : 


Your recent article, titled a Toxicological 
Pseudonym, reminds me of a case which I 
was called to see on March 28, 1883. 

Charles H., twenty-five years old, a news- 
agent on the Texas & St. Louis Railroad, who 
had been on a spree for several days, called 
at the bar for a drink. The whisky being pre- 
pared, he poured from a box some medicine, 
as he said, into it. He stirred it and took 
itat one draught. He then complained of 
being ill, and asked if he would be permit- 
ted to go into the back room and lie down. 
He did so, and presently called for another 
drink, into which, as before, he poured 
some of his so-called “medicine.” He then 
fell over insensible. A runner came for me. 
I was at his side in five minutes after he 
had taken his last dose. Looking at the box, 
I recognized that it was “rough on rats.” I 
had learned from Maurice Willis, a student 
of pharmacy at Vanderbilt University, that 
this preparation contained nothing but ar- 
senic. I immediately gave him a hypoder- 
mic injection of apomorphia. He vomited 
but little. I then went to my office, and with 
a Davison’s syringe and a rubber tube* three 
feet long made a stomach-pump. I intro- 
duced the tube into his stomach and pumped 
into it a pint of water; reversing the syringe, 
Iemptied his stomach. I again pumped 
his stomach full of water and again emptied 
it. I then, having no better antidote at 
hand, pumped into his stomach one ounce of 
dialyzed iron mixed with a half pint of water, 
let it remain for some time, and then pumped 
it out again. I then gave him a dram of 
dialyzed iron, and put him to bed. 

He had several symptoms of arsenical 
poisoning, but none of serious import. His 
insensibility was caused as much by whisky 
as by arsenic. He rallied from the insensi- 
bility in about four hours, and remained 
bright afterward. 

He returned to work in ten days, but up 
to this late date has not called to settle his 
bill. W. A. Howarp, M.D. 

[Send him a dun.—Ed.] 


*As recommended by Prof. J. W. Holland. 
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THE TREATMENT OF DIABETES MELLITUS. 
Dr. Austin Flint, jr., of New York, read a 
paper before the American Medical Associ- 
ation (session of May 8, 1884), in which 
he referred to the fact that sugar was occa- 
sionally found in urine of persons appar- 
ently healthy. In his experience the pro- 
portion had been one in every three hundred 
and seventy-seven cases. He next called 
attention to the different methods of testing 
for sugar, stating that, if Fehling’s solution 
were used perfectly fresh, there could be 
no error in the result, He also commended 
Squibb’s test. The specific gravity bore no 
relation to the proportion of sugar. Sugar 
might be present in urine of a low specific 
gravity. He had seen it in urine of a sp. 
gr. of 1.010. The quantity of urine need 
not be increased. He considered the liver 
to be a sugar-producing organ. In health 
this sugar was washed away by the blood 
as fast as it was formed. The sugar con- 
tained in the food was normally destroyed 
in the liver. In regard to prognosis, he 
said that, if the patient would submit to a 
certain course of treatment as soon as gly- 
cosuria was recognized, he thought that it 
was possible to effect a cure, or at least to 
remove the most characteristic symptoms, 
with the exception, perhaps, of the occa- 
sional temporary appearance of a small 
quantity of sugar in the urine. In the 
treatment, almost sole reliance should be 
placed on the use of a diet from which 
starches and sugar had been excluded. 
This should be carried out absolutely. Sys- 
tematic daily muscular exercise should be 
enforced, but fatigue should be scrupulously 
avoided. All alcoholic excesses and the 
use of sweet fruits were to be avoided. In 
cases where the sugar persisted, the use of 
solution of arsenic bromide, in doses of 
three drops three times a day, was often of 
service in diminishing the amount of sugar 
and relieving the distressing symptoms of 
the affection. This might be continued for 
weeks or months without unpleasant effects. 
The rigid diet should be continued for at least 
two months, even in the mildest cases. The 
return to ordinary diet should be gradual, 
and the urine should during this time be ex- 
amined every five or six days. 


THE SPECIFIC TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA 
AND Croup.—Dr. George A. Linn, of Mo- 
nongahela, Pa., read a paper before the 
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American Medical Association (session of 
May 8, 1884), maintaining that corrosive 
chloride of mercury was a specific in diph- 
theria, when given in large doses in the 
early stage of the disease. The mere giv- 
ing of a remedy did not necessarily consti- 
tute its use as a specific. Minute doses of 
quinine, given two or three times a day, 
would not be a specific in malarial disease; 
so in treating diphtheria with bichloride of 
mercury, the dose, time of giving, and stage 
of the disease, were conditions necessary to 
success. It should be given in large doses, 
one twentieth to one twelfth of a grain to a 
child, two or three years of age, and one 
twelfth to one eighth of a grain to an adult 
every three hours. It was best given in 
solution. The apothecary should make a 
solution in alcohol and dispense from this. 
The best vehicle was the elixir of pepsin, 
or elixir of pepsin and bismuth, in tea- 
spoonful doses. In mild cases, the remedy 
should be continued to the end of the third 
day; in malignant cases, two or three days 
longer. If the treatment was begun in 
time, no tonic or sustaining measures were 
required. But, if the case was well ad- 
vanced, brandy and iron should be added. 
If the membrane invaded the wind-pipe, 


causing croup, there was danger of suffoca- 
tion from the obstruction of the air-passage. 
This was due more to a spasmodic condi- 
tion of the glottis than to the presence of 
membrane, and could be relieved by giving 
chloride of gold, which was a specific in 


simple croup. It acted like a charm, was 
tasteless, and caused no nausea. It should 
be given in solution in distilled water, the 
medicine being dropped into a glass and the 
use of a spoon avoided. The dose fora 
child two or three years old was from one 
fiftieth to one thirtieth of a grain every 
hour until relieved. In diphtheritic croup 
the bichloride of mercury was to be given 
in conjunction. 


MuscuLaR HYPERTROPHY OF THE STOM- 
acH.—Dr. Alexander Marcy, jr., of River- 
ton, N. J., before the American Medical 
Association (session of May 8, 1884), re- 
lated a case of that very rare and interest- 
ing disease, occurring in his own practice. 
It was of pathological rather than of clinical 
interest. Its distinctive features, as marked 
at the autopsy, were described as follows: 
The stomach had: undergone marked con- 
traction, measuring in length only 12.5 cm. 
and in diameter but 3.75 cm. at the pyloric, 
and 4.35 cm. at the cardiac extremity. The 
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lumen was greatly diminished, and the or- 
gan could not have held more than 60 c. c. 
of fluid. The little finger, pushed into the 
interior, encountered a stenosis at about the 
center of the organ, which it could scarcely 
pass. On opening the stomach, it was seen 
that this was produced by a narrow fibrous 
band, on either side of which was a stellate 
cicatrix. At the pyloric extremity the lu- 
men was almost obliterated, and would 
scarcely have admitted a goose-quill. The 
mucous membrane was abnormally smooth, 
and the stomach-wall very much increased 
in thickness, measuring toward the pylorus 
1.5 cm., and at a greater curvature 1 cm. 
This same thickening and narrowing had 
extended into the duodenum until it also 
involved the ductus communis choledochus, 
which was completely occluded. Beyond 
this the intestine rapidly assumed its normal 
dimensions. Under the microscope the 
following histological conditions were noted : 
The mucous membrane was very little al- 
tered, and in thickness was about normal. 
A slight growth of newly formed connective 
tissue was found among the glands. In the 
muscularis mucose there was a great in- 
crease in the amount of muscular fiber, 
which was mingled with many bundles of 
connective tissue. The increase of thickness 
in this coat was seven or eight-fold, due al- 
most entirely to the overgrowth of muscular 
fiber. The muscular element of the stomach 
was increased about three times in thickness. 
Here, too, this increase was due to an 
hypertrophy of the muscular tissue, al- 
though in many places there was an intimate 
mingling with it of newly formed connective 
tissue. The fibrous tissue was slightly in- 
creased in thickness. The mucous layer 
was unaltered. The submucous layer had 
undergone the most peculiar change. In 
this there was not only found an irregular 
deposit of the same newly formed, imper- 
fectly fibrillated connective tissue, such as 
was found elsewhere in the organ, but also 
an overgrowth of smooth muscular fiber. 
This fiber was scattered in larger or smaller 
bundles throughout the submucous layer, in 
some places exceeding the connective tissue 
in amount, in others falling short of it. 
Toward both the muscular wall and the 
muscularis mucosz was the greater amount 
of muscular fiber, indicating, perhaps, that 
in its growth it had extended from these 
two tunics. The thickness of this coat was 
greatly increased, but to what extent could 
not be exactly determined, on account of 
the blending of this with the two contiguous 
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tunics, produced by the deposition of newly 
formed muscular fiber in it. The lumen 
of the blood-vessels of the submucosa and 
the thickness of their walls were greater 
than in the normal stomach. The speaker 
added that this condition was not generally 
mentioned by writers on diseases of this 
organ, and that he believed its occurrence 
to be very rare. A case described by 
Thiergelder (“Atlas der pathol. Histol.,” 
1876, Tafel x, Fig. 1) resembled it some- 
what, and Cornil and Ranvier, in their 
work on general pathology and morbid anat- 
omy, referred to such a condition. It was 
very apt to be, and very often was, con- 
founded with cirrhosis. There were symp- 
toms peculiar to this disease, and the treat- 
ment could only be palliative. 


SyPHILIs.—We all have a vital interest, 
selfish though it may be, in the health of our 
neighbors, in the society in which we move, 
in public health. The parent who gives a 
son, or, more especially, a daughter, in 
marriage, may not be absolutely certain 
that there lurketh not in the blood of the 
bridegroom that subtile poison, contracted 
in the violation of the seventh command- 
ment, which will be inevitably communi- 
cated to her and her offspring. 

How true it is I know, and every physi- 
cian knows ; and how sad is the thought that 
some of the purest, sweetest, most devoted, 
and most intelligent Christian women of our 
times are suffering from the effects of syph- 
ilis, either immediate or remote. The phy- 
sician could a tale unfold that would startle 
and shake society as by an earthquake. 

The period has arrived when the State 
Boards of Health and the secular press 
should awake from lethargy upon this sub- 
ject and view it squarely in the face, and 
there should be heard for the next quarter 
of a century, from every pulpit in Christen- 
dom, sermons from such texts as “ Her feet 
go down to death; her steps take hold on 
hell.” ‘*For she has cast down many 
wounded; yea, many strong men have been 
slain by her.” 

If the Indiana State Board of Health will 
take the lead in introducing to the public 
this phase of the great question in which it 
‘ls, or should be, interested, and which has 
hitherto been discussed only in medical 
literature and private professional circles, 
it will confer upon that public a benefit 
co-extensive with the human race itself, 
and will receive the lasting gratitude of 
the world. 
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According to a late estimate, five millions 
of the people of the United States alone 
are infected with syphilitic virus. Zhink of 
it, ye people of America, think of it! Isit any 
wonder that such an immense mass of filthy 
leaven should, in a short time, ferment the 
whole population? It is well known that, 
aside from the most common source of 
syphilis, the disease may also be communi- 
cated in the act of kissing and smoking, by 
the contact of the various articles handled 
by men and women afflicted by this terrible 
disease. 

Oh! that I could paint in vivid.colors for 
the youth of this fair land of ours the long 
train of diseases and social evils which fol- 
low the inception of ‘this accursed syphilis. 
The learned specialist may say to it, “ Out, 
damned spot!’ but it will not out. It may 
lose its original identity, remain latent in 
the system for years, and its victim flatter 
himself cured. But, alas! sooner or later 
the keen eye of the experienced medical 
observer recognizes its effects in the eye, the 
nose, the mouth, the ear, the brain, the scalp, 
the throat, the tonsils, the teeth, the heart, 
the lungs, the liver, the spleen, the kidneys, 
the spinal cord, the veins, the arteries, the 
larynx, the skin, the tongue, the gums, the 
bones, the muscles, the nerves, the glands ; 
in short, every structure of the body sup- 
plied by syphilitic blood, and every atom 
is thus supplied, may bear the impress of 
the disease, which when once contracted 
follows a man, accelerating his progress to 
his final abode. 

How important, then, is PREVENTION. 
State Boards of Health will inspect critically 
the passengers of every car or ship for the 
detection of smallpox, cholera, or diphthe- 
ria; they will see to it that no quack shall 
practice his deception within the limits of 
their jurisdiction; they will make much ado 
about an obnoxious sewer, stinking vat, or 
cesspit ; they will with great ec/at order the 
cleaning up of alleys, streets, towns, and 
cities, and yet leave untouched, unharmed, 
and unnoticed the houses of prostitution in 
which our sons become saturated with a 
poison foul as hell-—a poison compared with 
which the venom of the deadliest snake 
sinks into this insignificance: that if it does 
not immediately kill it is soon eliminated 
entirely from the system, while the former 
may constitute the origin of nearly all the 
diseases in the long category of human ills. 
— H. V. Sweringen, A. M., M. D.; Annual 
Report of the Indiana State Board of 
Health. 








368 


ARTERITIS AS A SEQUELA OF ENTERIC 
FEvER.—An interesting communication on 
the above subject has been made to the Ae- 
vue de Médecine (see Nos. 1 and 2 for this 
year) by M. Barié. The conclusions at 
which he arrives may be summed up as fol- 
lows: Acute arteritis after typhoid fever is 
especially liable to occur in the main arte- 
ries of the legs, and is generally unilateral. 
It comes on at the commencement of con- 
valescence, just as the patient is beginning 
to walk again, and is as likely to follow a 
mild attack as a severe one. He makes out 
two forms, viz., acute obliterative arteritis, 
and acute parietal arteritis, but they differ 
only in degree. 
of acellular infiltration of all the coats of the 
artery with a roughened state of the lining 
membrane; this is followed by the forma- 
tion of a thrombus firmly adherent to the 
walls. If the obstruction is complete and 
there are no anastomoses, dry gangrene 
speedily makes its appearance. The chief 
symptoms and signs are pain along the 
course of the arteries, sometimes limited, at 
others extending the whole length of the 
limb, and increased by pressure or exertion ; 
marked diminution of the fullness of the 
pulse wave; swelling of the affected limb 
without edema or redness, but followed 
sometimes by a violet mottling; lowering 
of the temperature of the affected limb; 
and lastly the appearance of a hard and 
painful cord along the course of the artery. 
The parietal form is to be distinguished 
from the above by the general mildness of 
the symptoms, the absence of the cord-like 
swelling or dry gangrene, and by the fact 
that recovery always takes place. As to 
whether the symptoms might not be due to 
embolism, could only be decided by a care- 
ful examination of the heart, and a search 
for other signs of embolism. M. Barié is 
of opinion that typhoid arteritis results 
from two principal factors, viz., local and 
permanent irritation by parasitic and infec- 
tious germs, and profound disturbance of 
the vaso-motor nerve supply.—Med. Times. 


EXTREME LOWERING OF TEMPERATURE 
IN HEMORRHAGE INTO THE MEDULLA Ob- 
LONGATA.—M. Lemcke has reported, in the 
Deutsch. Arch. fiir Klin. Med. for 1883, p. 
84, the case of a man, aged thirty-eight, 
who had been for many years given to 
drink, and who was suddenly seized with 
shivers and delirium. When admitted into 
the Rostock Hospital his pulse was 38, 
respiration 18, and rectal temperature 23° 


The former is the result . 
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C. (73.4° F.) after a warm bath. On the 
following days it reached 26° and 28° C.; 
but the patient died without recovering con- 
sciousness. At the post-mortem examina- 
tion the signs of a recent hemorrhage were 
found in the left half of the medulla ob- 
longata, above and on the outer side of the 
origin of the vagus. M. Lemcke thinks 
that the extreme lowering of the temper- 
ature can not be wholly explained by the 
action of alcohol, but that the thermic cen- 
ters had been injured by the hemorrhage.— 
British Medical Journal. 


CITRATE oF LiTHIUM.—Attention has 
been called to the fact that citrate of lithium 
is by no means “ deliquescent,”’ as stated in 
the British and American pharmacopeias. 
It may be prepared either in crystals or in 
form of powder. The percentage of water 
in the latter varies about five per cent, ac- 
cording as the salt has been dried at 100° 
C. or 115° C., between which temperatures 
the last molecule of water is lost. The com- 
position of the crystallized salt is constant, 
and corresponds to the formula Li,C;H,0O,, 
4H.O. Of the four molecules of water, 
three pass off at 100° C., the remainder at a 
higher temperature.— Popular Science News. 


SuIcipDE by means of “ Rough on Rats” 
is reported as having been successfully prac- 
ticed by a man in New York. 
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OFFICIAL List of Changes of Stations and Du- 
ties of Medical Officers serving in the Medical 
Department of the United States Army, May 25, 
1884, to May 31, 1884. 

Middleton, Passmore, Captain and Assistant-Sur- 
geon, granted leave of absence for one month, on 
surgeon’s certificate of disability. (Par 2, S.0O. 
107, Hdgqrs. Dept. of Missouri, May 28, 1884.) 
Hall, Wm. R., Captain and Assistant-Surgeon, as- 
signed to duty at Fort Stockton, Texas. (Par 1. 
S. O. 63, Hdqrs. Dept. of Texas, May 19, 1884.) 
Wright, J. P., Major and Surgeon, directed to 
perform temporarily in addition to his other duties 
those of Medical Director, Dept. of the Missouri. 
(Par 2,S. O. 107, Hdqrs. Dept. of Missouri, May 
28, 1884.) Baily, Jos. C, Major and Surgeon, now 
on leave of absence, is relieved from duty in Dept. 
of Texas, and ordered to report to commanding 
General, Dept. of the East, for assignment to duty 
at Fort Monroe, Va., to relieve Lieutenant-Colonel 
Charles Page, Surgeon, U.S. Army, July 1, 1884, 
from duty at that station. Lzeutenant-Colonel Page, 
on being relieved by Major Baily, will proceed to 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and report to com- 
manding General, Dept. of the Missouri, for as- 
signment to duty as Medical Director of that de- 
partment. (Par 12, S. O. 125, A. G. O., May 29, 
1884.) 





